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SOON aſter Mr. Fox had concluded the 

arguments with which he introduced 
his motion for a Committee of the whole 
Houſe, to conſider of ſo much of the Cor- 
poration and Teſt Acts, as requires perſons 
before they are admitted to any office, civil 
or military, or any place of truſt under the 
Crown, to receive the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, according to the Rites and 
Ceremonies of the Church of England, 
Mr. P1TT roſe, and addreſſing himſelf 
to the Speaker, ſaid ; 


S1R! 

Anxious as I have felt myſelf to ſuffer as 
few moments as poſſible to elapſe between 
the delivery of the opinions of the right 
honourable gentleman, and my endeavours 
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to meet them with an attempt at refutation, 
upon their general ground, I could not avoid 
ſoliciting the indulgence of the Houle, at an 
early period of the debate. When argu- 
ments come forward, ſupported and en- 
riched by all the vigour oF abilities, and all 
the brilliancy of eloquence, ſo conſpicuous 
in the orations of the right honourable 
gentleman, it TH Of niend aiatul 
them, at the outſet of their firſt impreſſions, 
and not ſuffer them to remain unanſwered, 
until their faſcinating plauſibility has ope- 
rated with the force of irreſiſtible convic- 
tion. Judiciouſly, indeed, did the petitio- 
ners apply to ſuck an advocate. He has 
developed every myſterious obſcurity in the 
nature of their requiſitions, and ſhewn, be- 
yond a doubt, the vaſt extent to which they 
wiſhed to have them, ultimately, carried. 
With that candour for which, certainly, the 
Houle have conſidered themſelves, at other 
times, indebted to the right -. honourable 
gentleman, he has avowed the principles 
which had determined him to try the merits 
of the preſent queſtion. Into. whatſoever 
ſpecious 
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ſpecious or attractive points of view he may 
have thrown it, they have not yet fo far 
diverted my attention, as to hinder me from 
perceiving that, ſtedfaſt in its progrels, it 
moves regularly on to the important point, 
whether we ſhall, now, relinquiſh the fun- 
damental and invaluable principles upon 
which the power and the happineſs of the 
eſtabliſhment of the Church and State, in a 
conſiderable degree, depend. £5 
Not leſs explicitly and diſtinaly, than 
during two former inveſtigations fimilar to 


the preſent, ſhall I flats my objections to 621427744 


ſuch a motion as that which is now ſub- 
mitted to the deciſion of the Houſe. 

To all his arguments, whilſt militating 
againſt Perſecution, and glowing in the ſup- 
port and praiſe of Toleration, they kept 
their general tendency, I liſtened with the 
higheſt pleaſure. They were, perhaps, leſs 
novel in their nature, than ſtrikingly con- 
ſpicuous, on account of the affecting manner 
in which they ſtood enſorced. But, the 
right honourable gentleman muſt permit me 
to obſerve, that, in his zeal to give che fulleſt 
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and moſt captivating prominence to his de- 
finition of Toleration, he has ſwelled it into a 
ſenſe which' varies from its nature, and 
placed upon it a conſtruction, Mh ch is 
not only incapable of receiving, but which 
no impartial and diſpaſſionate commentator 
could have /erzouſly thought of, fince the 
firſt uſe of the expreſſion. 

Toleration does not imply equality: it, cer- 
tainly, differs from perſecution ; and, it dif- 
fers, alſo, from an ęſtabliſi ment. Attending to 
the premiſes of the right honourable gen- 
tleman, I, at firſt, conceived that he only 
meant to argue for toleration in favour of the 
Dzſſenters ; and, much was I aſtoniſhed, 
at diſcovering from his inferences, that he 
was on the point of extirpating the very ſig- 
nification of the word; and appeared to have 
forgotten an indubitable truth: that what- 
ſoever may be the predicament of thoſe 
communities in the ſtate, which ſeek for f- 
leration, they muſt, of courſe, and even in 
conſequence of their own acknowledgment, 
ſtand, in a particular degree, below the 
power which is deſired to tolerate. 


I truſt 


. 
I truſt that, on the preſent occaſion, it is 
not neceſſary to allure the Houle, with 


what abhorrence I conſider thoſe ſyſtems. of 
religious perſecution, by which the annals of 


different empires have, at remoter periods, 


been ſo ſhockingly diſgraced. All reaſonable 
toleration, which far from impairing the 
ſecurity, and debilitating the vigour of go- 
vernment, would operate, in common, with 
other national advantages, for the preſer- 
vation of its felicity and importance, I ſhall 
invariably endeavour to ſupport. When 


it can be made apparent that thts is want» - 


ing, and the ſolicitation for the grant of it 
comes forward, unaccompanied by the en- 
croachments of indefenſible demands, my 
feeble voice ſhall, certainly, be raiſed in 
favour of ſo juſt and natural a requiſition, 
But, I will not ſuffer myſelf to be fo much 
enticed away by metaphyſical diſtinctions, 
however eloquently the right honourable 
gentleman may have advanced them, as, for 
a ſingle moment, to loſe fight of any of the 
uncorrupted and fundamental principles of 
real toleration. It would give me inexy 
preſſible 
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preſſible concern to find, that either the re- 
ligion or the property of individuals, actually 
wanting a more efficacious protection from 
the laws, than they have hitherto extended, 
could not be amply ſheltered from the fu- 
ture poſſibilities of invaſion: but, I am con- 
vinced, that the moſt ſubſtantial pledge for 
the inviolable maintenance of both, can ariſe 
only from the permanence of a ſpecific ec- 
cigfiaſtical and civil eftabliſhment, within ei- 
ther of which, if toleration could ſecure an 
equality, it would not merely change its 
name and nature, but introduce alarming, 
and, perhaps, inextricable calamities. 

The queſtion which the right honourable 
gentleman has offered to the inveſtigation 
of the Houſe, pre- ſuppoſes the exiſtence 
of a religious eſtabliſhment; and true 
policy requires that it ſhould be guarded 
againſt every innovation which, drawing 
after it a multitude of others, might accom- 
pliſh its ſubverſion. Eſtabliſhments, not to 
mention their conſequence in a religious 
point of view, are effential to the intereſt 
and the happineſs of a ſtate : they are e/en- 
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tial to the intereſt of the public government; 
and I ſhall always think it my duty to break 
hlence, at the ft ſound of an attack, and 
oppoſe whatever refutations my beſt abili- 
ties can ſupply, againſt arguments which, if 
admitted; might diminiſh its authority. 

The extent of the principles maintained, 
upon the preſent occaſion, by the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, appears, unleſs I have 
exceedingly miſtaken the drift of his re- 
marks, to proceed even, as far as the ad- 
mittance of every claſs of Diſſenters to a full 
and complete equalzty. I believe that I do 
not ſtrain, by miſconſtruction, the tendency 
of his concluſions to an unwarrantable 
length, when I add, that they ſeem to throw 
open a door for the entrance of ſome indi- 
viduals, who might conſider it as a point of 
conſcience, toſhake our eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſh- 
ment to its foundations. The principles 
upon which the right honourable gentle- 
man was pleaſed to reaſon, went to the re- 
ception, not alone of Roman Catholics, but 
of Pahiſis acknowledging the ſupremacy of a 
larengin although a ſpiritual ſovereign; of 


Papiſts 


— 


accompliſhment of the attive predominance 
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Papiſts who, according to the extraordinary 
doctrine inculcated by the right honourable 
gentleman, ought, even in deſpite of thoſe 
abominable and dangerous opinions which 
are peculiar to their church, to intermix with 
our fellow ſubjects, and to participate in the 
obtainment of public and important truſts, 
until they ſhall have been proved guilty of 
an overt act againſt the Conſtitution. 

It is not requiſite that I ſhould remind the 
right honourable gentleman with how little 
difficulty he might advert, if ſuch a refe- 


-Fence were not likely to defeat his argu- 


ments, to the acknowledged fact that ſome 
of the Diſſenters had avowed themlelves 
repugnant to all religious eſtabliſhments, 
Is it abſurd, 1s it even uncharitable to ſup- 
poſe that men of fuck a deſcription, at once 
excited by the impulſe of ſelf-intereſt, and 
allured by the imaginary dictates of an ap- 
proving conſcience, would neglett to avail 
themſelves of any opportunity which might 
ariſe for exterminating all obſtacles againſt 
the gratification of their ambition, and the 


of 
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of their doctrines ? Have individuals who 
ſtand in this predicament no tenets which, 
like thoſe of the Roman Catholics, are, in a 
political ſenſe, hoſtile to the freedom of a 
ſtate ? 

The right honourable gentleman has 
choſen to contend, that it is inconſiſtent 
with the unſuſpetting ſpirit of liberal tolera- 
tion to demand from any perſon a teſt, fo 
far as his mere opinions are the points in 
queſtion ; and that we ought, indulgently, 
to wait until the reproachable nature of his 
actions ſhould have given us a ſufficient 
ground to doubt the certitude of his inte- 
grity. To poſitions of which, in my humble 
opinion, the falſe policy is ſo obvious, let 
it ſuffice to anſwer, that we ſhould perceive 
ourſelves but ill ſupplied with irreſiſtible 
preventions againſt impending evils, were 
we to remain abſorbed in torpid careleſſneſs, 
until the deſigns of diſaffected perſons be- 
came unequivocally demonſtrated by the 
violence of their actions. 

That it would prove a ſtretch of perſecu- 
tion, in the extreme, to inflict a puniſhment 


0 upon 
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upon any citizen of a.free ſtate, either for en- 
tertaining ſpeculative opinions, or even for 
ſubmitting them, in writing, to the peruſal 
and the judgment of the world, taking care, 
however, that, in the detail, they did not 
paſs beyond the proper bounds of decency 
and moderation, I readily admit: But, tas 
1s not the point immediately at iſſue. We 
are now contending, whether the public 
ſafety does or does not require, in particular 
caſes, a ſecurity, from a Teſt, for the in- 
violable maintenance and welfare of our 
eccleſiaſtical and civil eſtabliſhment. 

The right honourable gentleman has al- 
lowed that, an oath of allegiance may be 
impoſed upon the ſubject; and, ſurely, I 
am not proceeding to an unwarrantable 
licence, when I draw, from this natural and 
juſt acknowledgment, the concluſion that 
he admits, by implication, that, if the legil- 
lature knew that certain opinions were en- 
tertained by a minority of the nation, which, 
even upon the mere ground of poſſibultty, 
might prove injurious to the majority, this 
majority. ought, from every principle of 


duty 
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duty to their ſovereign, their fellow-citizens 
and themſelves, to provide effectually for 
a full reſiſtance againſt thoſe conſequences» 
by ſuch a teſt as they would conceive the 
moſt availing for the purpoſe. The queſ- 
tion, therefore, is not whether a 4% ſhall 
be impoſed ; but, whether that of which 
the impoſition continues ſtill in force is, 
or is not the moſt eligible. 
Howſoever adequate the reaſoning of the 
right honourable gentleman may prove, on 
ſeveral occaſions, to the unanſwerable eſta- 
bliſhment of his concluſions, I cannot per- 
celve its preſent power in ſuch deciſive 
points of view as would occaſion me to en- 
tertain a fear of not ſupporting, almoſt with- 
out. recourle to argument, a doctrine con- 
trary to his own, under the circumſtance of 
maintaining that it is more conſiſtent with 
juſtice and practical wiſdom, to place an 
inſurmountable barrier againſt a known 
exiſting evil, than to take no meaſures for 
a delence, which may have been pointed out 
by policy and expedience. Little more than 
a century has elapſed ſince this nation ſtood 
C 2 nearly 
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nearly on the precipice of an eccleſiaſtical 
bondage to the Pope of Rome; but, the well 
directed underſtanding, the virtuous reſolu- 
tion and the ſucceſsful activity of the illuſ- 
trious patriots of that æra accompliſhed the 
extirpation of the influence of ſo diſgraceful 
and dangerous an authority. When James 
the ſecond abdicated the Throne, a fecurity 
ſimilar in its nature to that of the Teſt and 
Corporation Acts was recognized by the 
Houſe of Commons; all the elected mem- 
bers of which, when they firſt enter upon 
the exerciſe of their parliamentary functions, 
take the oaths of allegiance and of abjura- 
tion, and declare againlt tranſubNantiation: 
It was in the defence of the religious and of 
the civil welfare of the ſtate that ſuch obliga- 
tions were impoſed. Wiſely were they or- 
dained for the ſake of preſerving the Conſli- 
tution; and, it is probable that, had they 
never been in force, the Stuart family might 
have remained, even to the preſent hour, in 
the poſſeſſion of the ſceptre of theſe king- 
doms; nor would the right honourable gen- 
tleman have acquired the opportunity of ſub. 
mitting 
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mitting to the determination of the Houſe 


any of thoſe extraordinary tenets which he 
had laboured to inculcate, whilſt he haran- 
gued in ſavour of his motion. 


Thus warned by the ſalutary precautions 
of parliament, a number of conſcientious, 


yet not violent Jacobites have been deterred 


from the active proſecution of any of their 


pernicious principles; and, thus, the pru- 
dent foreſight of the ſtate has raiſed the moſt 


impregnable ſecurities in oppoſition to thoſe 


plots and machinations which, otherwiſe, 


might have aimed a deſperate blow againſt 


the vigour and the durability of its exiſtence; 
With this idea, I am not apprehenſive that 
thoſe individuals who wiſh fo earneſtly for 
the abolition of the reſtraining acts will re- 
gard me as their enemy. On the contrary, 
I flatter myſelf that it is needlels to aſſure 
them that I ſhould bluſh at reſiſting the 
claims of the Proteſtant Diſſenters, if what 
they conſidered as 7:9/4 and juſtice were not 

at variance with the public welfare. 
It is in the breaſt of the chief magiſtrate 
of the ſtate that the diſcretionary power of 
appointing 
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appointing individuals to offices of truſt 
reſides, ſubject, notwithſtanding, to ſome 
particular reſtrictions from the legiſlature; 

becauſe, although to controul the choice of 
the Monarch could ſcarcely prove a juſti- 


fable preſumption, that negligence muſt be 


greatly injudicious and reprehenſible which 
makes no ſpecific declaration, by law, how 
far, and upon what conditions, the choice 
ſhall remain exerciſed without the ſmalleſt 
interruption, 
I will not trepaſs upon the attention of the 
houſe. by a ſuperflupus diſquiſition concern- 
ing the idea, which appears to have pre- 
vailed, in all governments, that teſts, eicher 
ef one kind or of another, were abſolutely 
requiſite. 7hey know that under a monar- 
chy, limited like that of England, the exe- 
cutive power ſhould poſſeſs the liberty of 
exerciſing a right of diſcriminatian reſpect- 
ing the fitneſs of perſons intended to fill the 
public employments, for a neglett in the 
diſcharge of the duties of which, it is, as 
much as thoſe who hold them unworthily» 
reſponſible. The neceſſity of public offices? 
for 
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for the benefit of the Public at large, juſti- 
fies a diſtinction of the diſtribution, upon 
this very principle : that the utmoſt regard 
is to be paid to the preſervation and the ad- 
vancement of the general welfare of the 
Community. The idea, therefore, of a 
Tight in any perſon to enjoy thoſe offices 1s 
ridiculous ; becauſe the exiſtence of it is 
impoſſible : and it would prove full as ra- 
tional to contend, that employments were 
created to remain an excluſive advantage to 
thoſe upon whom they were conferred, and 
ſhould not be regarded in the light of a 
truſt for the public, but, that the money 
which the placemen received ought rather 
to be raiſed. by the way of Lottery than 
paid out of the public revenue. Politically 
ſpeaking, no right ſhould exiſt where there 
is public inconvenience; and where pub- 
hc inconvenience ariſes, there can be no 
juſtice. 

It is my wiſh, to the gratification of which 
J confidently look forward, in the ap- 
proaching fate of the motion now under 
the diſcuſſion of the Houſe, that it may be 

5 conſidered, 
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conſidered, that theſe acts are proofs of 
ſound and ſalutary principles; that they 
operate as checks upon the growth of the 
Prerogatuve of the Crown ; and therefore, 
that, in a free Nate, They are not likely to 
. prove unpopular ; and that they even 
| abridge this Preragative when (as, certainly, 
| is the caſe) they do not enable the Sovereign 
| to employ in offices of truſt, perſons who 
cannot give to Government an indubitable 
ſecurity that they are well affected to the 
Conſtitution. For my own part, I ſhall not 
heſitate to declare, that the executive 
branch of the Legiſlature is that which 

[ | ſhould be regarded with the moſt diſtruſt ; 
# and this idea accounts, in ſome degree, for 
| the introduction of the Teſt and Corpora- 
[ tion Acts. To all reaſonable lengths, the 
| laws are properly jealous ; but, in the ex- 
| 


_ ample before us, they appear to preſs at 

leaſt as much upon the executive Govern- 

| | ment, as upon the Diſſenters: and, ſurely, 
ii even the right honourable gentleman, 

| whoſe arguments prove adverſe to the prin- 
ciples which I eſpoule, will, in candour, not 
| 7 refuſe 
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refaſe to make me one ſolitary coneeſſion. 
He will allow that, if a certain deſcription 
of perſons, living within a {mall Republic, 
and adhering to ſuch religious dodtrines 
as were fundamentally hoſtile and dangerous 
to its Conſtitution, ſhould become admitted 
to offices of truſt, without the checks of 
teſts, or any intervention of reſtraining: acts, 
every conſiderate and virtuous citizen would 
ſeel chat he had too much cauſe to tremble 
for the ſafety of his Country. 

The Teſt is to de regarded as a kind of 
jealouſy in the Monarch; as that ſpecies of 
doubt which is at leaſt countenanced by the 
ſpirit of our Conſtitution; It does not g- 
matize the individual whom it -precludes 
from a participation of employments ; nei- 
ther has he, upon this ground, a juſter 
motive for complaint, than thoſe who, in 
conſequence of their being, by Statute, diſ- 
qualified from exerciſing the right of an 
Elector, can neither vote for Repreſenta- 
tives in Parliament; nor take a Seat, as 
Members in the Houſe of Commons. How 
frequent are the examples, in private life, 

D — 
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of that ſound and neceſſary precaution 
which induces us to entertain a diſhke 
againſt truſting any man with the concern 
of our affairs, ualeſs we know that all his 
principles are ſuch as render him intitled to 
our favourable opinions! And, ſhall this 
vigilant and judicious care, from which 
we are afraid of ſwerving, in the midſt of 
our domeſtic and fanally arrangements, be 
deemed needleſs in the more important ma- 
nagement of the public buſineſs of the 
Country? The queſtion anſwers itſelf; 
evincing that the Government proceeds not 
to any uſurpation whatſoever, if, diſap- 
proving of the political opinions of the 
Diſſenters, it enacts that, without a 7%, 
they ſhall not become intruſted with the 
execution of the duties of any of the offices 
amidſt its ſeveral departments. 

As yet, I have not heard one agi rea- 
ſon in the ſupport of a pretext, that the mo- 
tives which induced our anceſtors to inſti- 
tute theſe laws have, from a lapſe of time, 
and change of circumſtances, become ſo 
8 chat even the Oppoſers of the 
8 | Repeal 
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| Repeal will not venture to reſt a ſyllable 
upon them, in the ſhape of argument. 

It has beenargued, during the courſe of 
the debate, that the Sacramental Teſt is a 
law which leads to profanation. Yet, ſuch 
effects have not ariſen from it; and, like the 
ſanction and the teſtimony of an oath, it 
amounts only to a religious obligation, ne- 
ceſſarily connected with a civil compact. 

To the opinion of the right honourable 
gentleman, that neither the merits nor the 
demerits of individuals can, with fairneſs and 
propriety, be thruſt into the diſcuſſion of 
the preſent queſtion, I cordially ſubſcribe; 
yet, upon this occaſion, he muſt permit me 
to regard the conduct of the Diſſenters as 
too ſingular not to excite aſtoniſhment, al- 
though it ſhould eſcape from reprobation. 
In the very midſt of their animadverſions 
againſt the Teſt Ad, they had had indicated, in a 
manner not altogether private, a deſign of 
forming aſſociations, throughout the whole 
Country, for the purpoſe of putting the 
Members of this Houſe to a Teft, and of re- 
ſolving, in conſequence of their votes upon 
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the preſent motion of the right honourable 
gentleman, to judge how far they merited 
the ſeats which their Conſtituents had cho- 
ſen that they ſhould occupy. - Thus has the 
word Teft been laconically and ſignificantly 
brought forward, either to aſcertain the 
rectitude, or announce the deſection, of the 
Reprelentatives of the People. Teſt againſt 
Teſt ! is the watch-cry ! An impolition of 
one Teſt advances forth to make ſure of the 
abolition of another. Yet, to obviate this ap- 
parent want of liberality, reſolutions have 
been diſſeminated throughout the public 
newſpapers, and” in hand-bills, under the 
fignature of the Chairman (Mr. Jeffries) of 
a Meeting of a Committee of the Diſſen- 
ters, in which it is ſtated, that they do 
not mean (as it had been nduſtriouſly aſ- 
ſerted) to oppoſe Teſt to Tet; but, only to 
mark, particularly, ſuch members as are 
inclined to favour, and ſuch as are deter- 
mined to oppole their requiſitions ! Some 
honourable gentlemen, in my view, receive 
this obſervation with a ſmile ; but, I can 
aſſure them that when I introduced it, I did 


not 
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not entertain a thought of treating a point 
of ſuch magnitude and importance with the 
ſmalleſt degree of levity : but, rather de- 
ſigned to prove, in ſerious language, that 
the Diſſenters appeared determined not to 
conſider any perſon who refuſed to vote for 
the Repeal of the Teſt and Corporation 
Acts, as Friends to either religious or civil 
Freedom, Surely, therefore, they come 
with an ill grace to ſolicit for the abolition 
of one Teſt from the very Houſe whom, in 
the caſe of deliquency and of diſobedience 
to their will, they have ron to menace 
with another!“ On 


* To throw open for our readers a ſource excluſtue of that 
which is preſented to them in the remarks of Ma. Prrr, in 
order to enable them to draw the faireſt and the trueft infe- 
Fences reſpecting the point immediately in queſtion, we ſubmit 
the following Extracts to their peruſal. 

London, King's-Head Tavern, Jan. 13, 1790. 


SIR! 


WE notified to you ſome time ago, as well as to the 
Chairman of the other Diſſenting Committees, the' wiſh 
of this Committee that the application to Parliament for 
the Repeal of ſo much of the Sacramental Teſt-Laws as 
affect Proteſtant Diſſenters might be renewed in the enſu- 
ing Seſſion; and we are happy to _ received from all 

quarters 


| - 
\ 


ö 


— 26 J 


On the ſuppoſition that (as no uncommon 
powers of argument were neceſſary for the 


purpoſe) 


quarters the moſt unequivocal and unreſerved teſtimonies 
of approbation, and promiſes of ſupport. That zeal in 
the cauſe of religious liberty, which has ſo eminently diſ- 
played itſelf in the different parts of the kingdom, muſt 
now be called into action; and we take the liberty of 


ſuggeſting to your Committee the neceſſity of making ap- 


plication to every Member of Parliament, within your 
diſtrict, to give his attendance and ſupport when the mo- 
tion ſhall be made in the Houſe of Commons. We pre- 
ſume not to dictate the mode in which thoſe applications 
ſhould be made; but we know, from our own experience, 
that they may be made with moſt effect by thoſe, who are 
perſonally acquainted with the Members, or thoſe to 
whom they are under obligations, without, at the ſame 
time, neglecting any intermediate channels of application 
which can be employed to advantage. We beg leave, 
however, to ſuggeſt, that it may be very important to have 
a regular return, made to your Committee, of the applica- 
tions made, and the anſwers given, by the Members ap- 
plied to; and we think that it would tend much to the 
furtherance of the general object, to tranſmit ſuch returns, 
from time to time, to this Committee. By theſe means, it 
will be ſeen when every Member has been regularly ap- 


plied to, and we may be enabled to judge, with ſome de- 


gree of preciſion, of our proſpects of ſucceſs ; and regu- 
late our proceedings accordingly. | 


Should 
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purpoſe) I have refuted the, idea of a'claim 
of 


Should it be thought by your Committee an adviſable 
meaſure to ſend Delegates from your Diſtrict, to become 
a part of, and co- operate with, this Committee, we ſhall 
be happy to haye their aſſiſtance and influence, particularly 
at the moment of our parliamentary application. 

In recommending theſe meaſures, we wiſh not to ſpars 
ourſelves, but, ſhall rejoice to be told in what manner we 
can give you any aſſiſtance, i in your diſtrict, and are ready 
to make every exertion to promote a cauſe in which the 
beſt intereſts of mankind are ſo deeply concerned. 

Permit us to obſerve, that it has been induſtriouſly af- 
ſerted, that we ſeek to impoſe, at the enſuing general 
election, a Teſt in our own favour, upon the Candidates 
for a ſeat in the Houſe 6f Commons, at the ſame mo- 
ment that we deſire a religious Teſt to be removed from 
ourſelves, Theſe caſes are by no means parallel ; and 
we conceive, that, in point of fact, the Diſſenters have 
only reſolved to pay a marked attention, at that period, to 
thoſe Candidates, who. ſhall already have voted in their 
favour, or who ſhall, at that time, profeſs their principles 
and intentions to be friendly to the great cauſe in queſtion, 
Should the Diſſenters, indeed, have proceeded farther in 
ſupport of an,unalienable right, ſuch conduct would have 
been perfectly juſtifiable on the part of the Conſtituent to- 
Wards his Repreſentative. But, ſince the point at ifſue is 

ſtill conſidered, by many well-meaning perſons, as open to 

a diſcuſſion, which we ourſelves wiſh to promote, for the 
ſake of the general good, it may be ady! Fable to expreſs 
ourſelve 
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of Foun! in the Diſſenters to the enjoyment of 
public 


ourſelves ſo clearly on this ſubjeQ, as not to be miſunder- 
ſtood. 

"The zeal of many reſpectable Friends of the Church of 
England, and of other Perſuaſions, having, in various in- 
ſtances, only waited for an occaſion to difplay itſelf in our 
favour, it may be worthy of confideration, whether it 
would not be wiſe to avail yourſelves, where a proper op- 
portunity offers, of their friendly advice and concurrence 
in your meetings, as well as of cheir aſſiſtance in other 
teſpects. 

With heartfelt ſatisfaQion, we contemplate the Union 
now, for the firſt time, effected of the Diſſenters of all de- 
nominations through the Kingdom, and ſee them form- 
ing, notwithſtanding their difference of opinion upon 
many points, one great and powerful Phalanx for reſcu- 
ing the right of private judgment from violation, From 
this new circumſtance, aſſiſted as we are by the friends of 
"religious liberty, in general, and by the increaſing influence 
of liberal principles, we look forward to the event with 
pleaſure, The Cauſe is glorious ; the Criſis is impor- 
tant; and we have no doubt that the Spirit which now 
pervades the Kingdom muſt, if properly directed, have its 
full Energy, and ultimately be crowned with Succeſs. 

| Signed, by Order of the Committee for condufting the Appli- 
cation to Parliament, for a Repeal of the Jacramental 
Teſt-Laws.: 
EDWARD JEFFRIES, Chairman. 
At 
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public offices, it; now, remains for me to 
examine the queſtion, as to the point of 
Expediency and Policy. Policy ſhould be 

'Hrſt 


At a Meeting of the Committee for conducting the Applica- 
tion to Parliament, for a Repeal of the Teſt-Laws, Halden 
at the King's Head Tavern, Poultry, London, Jan. 13, 
1790, EDWARD JEFFRIES, ETq. i the Charr: 


_—_— 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


I. THAT the opinions and principles of the Proteſtant | 


Diſſenters have been proved by experience, and are well 


known to be perfectly congenial to the Spirit of the Free 


Conſtitution ſecured to theſe Kingdoms by the glorious Re- 
volution, and friendly to the juſt authority of the Mo- 
narchy, as eſtabliſhed in the illuſtrious Houſe of Brunſ- 
wick, to which their loyalty and attachment have ever 
been conſpicuouſly diſtinguiſhed, | 
II. That every Teſt, calculated to exclude ſuch men 
from civil and military offices, on account of religious 
ſcruples, is a violation of their rights as men and citizens 


of a free State, inconſiſtent with the principles of the Con- 


ſtitution of this Country, and repugnant to the genuine 
ſpirit of true Religion; ſubjecting a large number of de- 
ſerving members of the ſtate to a ſpecies of perſecution 
not more injurious to them than diſhonourable to the Go- 

vernment of which they are ufeful and loyal ſubjects. 
III. That excluſion from the enjoyment of civil rights, 
and incapacitation from holding offices of profit or honour,- 
< ; being 
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firſt conſidered, in all political caſes what- 
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ſoever ; it muſt be diſpoſed of before the 
queſtion of juſtice can be argued ; becauſe 
public 


being a mode of puniſhment well known, in many in- 
ſtances, to our law, every ſuch excluſion partakes of the 
nature of puniſhment, and conſequently, of perſecution, 
when applied to religious opinions. 4 

IV. That the Sacramental Teſt of qualification to 
offices, which now ſtands eſtabliſhed by law, is liable to 
this farther objection, which mult greatly weigh in the 
minds of ſerious and religious men of all perſuaſions, that 
it is a profanation of a rite holden ſacred in Chriſtian 
Churches, by applying it to a purpoſe unconnected with 
religion, and repugnant to the pious object of its original 

inſtitution. 

V. That ſuch a Teſt defeats the profeſſed purpoſes of 
itsown Eſtabliſhment ; as, from its nature, it can only operate 
to exclude from offices the moſt ſincere and conſcientious 
men, While it leaves the door open to the profane, and 
the hypocritical, of all denominatians ; thereby depriving 
the ſtate of the ſervices of many valuable members, but 
affording no ſecurity againſt any one a e indivi- 
dual. 


VI. That it is a duty incumbent not only on all Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, but on thoſe of the eſtabliſhed church, 
and all others who concur in the principles we have ſtated, 
to exert their united efforts, by all lawful and peacefut 
means, to procure à repeal of thoſe laws, which tend to 
ſubject 


1 


public advantage is the eſſence of policy; 
and the rights of private individuals con- 
ſtitute, chiefly, that which is, in a general 

4 point 


ſubje& numerous and deſerving bodies of men to unmerit- 
ed diſadvantages ; to deprive the ſtate of the ſervices of 
many of its moſt faithful and conſcientious ſubjects; to 
pervert a ſacred Chriſtian rite from its proper objects; to 
violate the principles of the beſt and freeſt Conſtitution in 
the world ; and—to diſhonour one of the firſt Proteſtant 
Churches of Europe with an imputation of intolerance and 
perſecution, peculiarly injurious to the intereſt and honour 
of the Proteſtant religion, at a moment when our Catho- 
lic Neighbours are holding out an example of the moſt 
free and liberal Toleration. 

VII. That we have received, with heart-felt ſatisfac- 
tion, the teſtimonies of approbation with which our con- 
duct, in the former applications to Parliament for the re- 
peal of the Teſt Laws, has been honoured, and perceive» 
with the utmoſt pleaſure, that Spirit of zeal and unani- 
mity which pervades the whole body of Diſſenters through- 
out the kingdom, which is {till heightened by aſſurances 

of approbation and concurrence from many reſpectable 

members of the Eſtabliſhed Church. Encouraged by ſuch 

a' proſpect, we will adopt, and purſue to the utmoſt of 

our power, every conſtitutional means to give effect to 

that ſpirit, which, when firmly and unitedly exerted in 
the cauſe of truth, cannot fail of ultimate ſucceſs in a 
Free and Proteſtant Country. 


E 2 0 VIII. That 
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point of view, denominated juſtice; and, 
here, as the moſt invaluable'intereſts of the 
Nation are concerned, it is ſcarcely poſſible 

for 


VITI. That it appears expedient to renew our applica- 
tion to Parliament in the enſuing Seſſion. 
IX. That the thanks of this Committee be given to, 
the Chairman, for the Ability, Zeal, and Aſſiduity, with 
which, for the ſpace of three years, he has conducted its 
concerns. 

X. That the above Reſolutions be ſigned by the Chair- 
man, and inſerted in the Public Papers. 


_ EDWARD JEFFRIES, Chairman. 


The COMMITTEE then came to the farther following Res0- 
LUTIONS, and ordered the'ſame ta be printed with the for- 
mer, en a ſheet of paper, for circulation. 


XI. That. the appointment of Delegates from the 
country-diſtricts, to form a general meeting with the 
Committee in London, ſeems calculated to promote the 
Union, ſo neceſſary to the attainment of the important 
object of a Reſtoration of the Diſſenters to all their rights 
as Citizens of a Free State. 

XII. That this Committee will make application to 
the preſent Members in Parliament for the Counties of 
Middleſex and Surry, and the Cities of London and e- | 
minfler, and the Borough of Southwark, and requeſt their 
attendance, when the motion for the Repeal of the Laws, 

A impoſing. 
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for any queſtion to prove of greater import. 
Convinced am I that there is no occaſion 
whatſoever to expatiate reſpecting the ac- 
knowledged fact, that, in u Government, 
as in all others, there ought to be an Eſta- 
bliſhed Church. Each ſide of the Houſe aſ- 
ſents to this idea; and, even the right ho- 
nourable gentleman has declared, nearly in 
expreſs terms, that, it was nece//ary ; and, 
aſterwards, recollecting himſelf, he not only 
admitted that a Church Eſtabliſhment was ad- 
vantageous to the Conſtitution in a high 
degree; but, becoming the Panegyriſt of 
the Eftabliſhed Church of England, he deſeri- 


impoſing the Sacramental Teſt, ſhall be brought on in 
the enſuing Seſſion of Parliament. 

XIII. That it be recommended to the Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters in Great Britain, to make ſimilar applications, in 
ſuch manner as they ſhall ſee fit, to the preſent Members 
for the Counties, Cities, Boroughs, or Cinque Ports, in 
which they reſide, 

XIV. That it be recommended to the Proteflant Diſſenters 
9% ſhew a particular. and marked attention, at the enſuing 
General Electian, to the intereſt of ſuch Candidates as they 
believe to be well-affefted to civil and religious liberty, but 
eſpecially to ſuch as, being nato in Parliament, have proved 
themſelves Friends ta the Rights of Proteſtant Diſſenters. 
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bed her in the moſt amiable and trueſt co- 
lours ; as equally devoid of all needleſs ex- 
terior ceremonies, and of every ſuperfluous 
enthuſiaſm or ſuperſtition in her interior 
rites. My encomiums, cordially as I ſhould 
beſtow them, could only ſerve as foils to 
heighten and ſet off the brilliancy of thoſe 
which have been juſtly laviſhed, by the right 
honourable gentleman, upon our Ecclęſaſti- 
cal Eſtabliſhment ; and, therefore, I ſhall diſ- 
miſs this particular part of the ſubject, by 
obſerving that the grand outline of our Na- 
tional Faith is drawn with the moſt unex- 
ceptionable propriety, and with the {ſtricteſt 
conſonancy to morality, and the unſullied 
ſpirit of the Chriſtian precepts. 

That the Diſſenters are likely to exerciſe 
power, if it ſhould ever fall into their poſ- 
ſeſſion, is evident from the propenſities of 
human nature. Who is conſcious of being 
endued with power, and yet Teels a diſincli. 
nation to circulate its activity for his own 

advantage? Upon this acknowledged prin- 
ciple, I am convinced, that even the Diſſen- 
ters will not do me the injuſtice to imagine, 


that 
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that J, illiberally, mean to caſt an odium 

upon their perſuaſion, when I infer that, ha- 

ving acquired power, they would uſe it; and 

that, probably, they might indulge a wiſh tc 

avail themſelves of it Tor the ſubverſion of 
the EHHabliſhed Church: nor do I contend 
that they would deſerve the violence of re- 
prehenſion, if, {till adhering to the principles 
which they now profeſs, and acting conſcien- 
tiouſly, in obedience to their dictates, they 
made it a point of duty, in the character of 
honeft men, to aim at this ſubverſion; for, 
perſons who regard the Eſtabliſhment © as 

„ ſinful, and bordering upon idolatry,” 

- would not act with a conſiſtent rectitude of 
heart and mind, unleſs they recurred to all 
the legal means which might preſent them- 
ſelves for the extirpation of an zdolatry thus 
odious to their ideas, and thus inſufferably 
repugnant to their doctrines. 

The Houſe will, J flatter myſelf, do me 

the honour of coinciding with my opinion 

that it would ill become me to enter into a 

diſcuſſion of the propriety, and the merits 

of letters ſaid to have been written by a Pre- 
late 
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late of diſtinguiſhed eminence, and by a re- 


verend Gentleman of a different Perſuaſion“. 


Were I to enlarge upon this point, it would, 

doubtleſs, Tead me to the acknowledgment 
that both were bJameable, and went beyond 
their province. N to the rell, T heartily 
embrace the doctrine which has been main- 
tained, at the opening of the debate, with 
ſuch deciſive powers of argument; and I a- 
gree that eccleſiaſtical employmetits were 
inſtituted for other purpoſes than thoſe in 
queſtion ; that it is the duty of Churchmen 
not to blend the affairs of State with matters 
oTã ſacred nature; that from an union ſodan- 


geroully heterogeneous only di iſcord could 


ariſe; that it behovey the Clergy to conſine 


themſelves to good order, and to the incul- 
cation of virtuous principles; and that no 
competitorſhip ſhould intervene amongſt 
them except a competitorſhip for the moſt 
exemplary rettitude of conduct, and for the 


ſtricteſt purity of precepts. The important 
and the ſole ſtruggles of their vocation 


*The Biſhop of Saint David's, and Doctor Prieſtley. 
ſhould 


L 
ſhould be for the advancement. of piety, 
morality and truth ; and for the acquiſition 
of the moſt efficacious means of rendering a 
ſervice to the Community, by meliorating 
the morals of the People. To theſe ſalutary 
and important ends, the Church of England 
is fully equal, becauſe the form of its Con- 
ſtitution is moſt congenial with the Civil 
Conſtitution of the Country, and beſt ſuited 
to its mixed Monarchy, the balance of which 
would become deranged, were any of its 
parts either diminiſhed, or encreaſed in 
. power. 

It is a principle of the wiſeſt and moſt be- 
neficial Policy for the State to extend the 
utmoſt plemtude of that Power which it 
can ſpare, and that aid which it can grant, 
without debilitating its own vigour, to the 
Church; who, thus con/titutzonally lupport- 
ed, will continue perpetually enabled to re- 
turn even the magnitude of the obligation, 
by the profuſion of an interchange of bene- 
fits ; and by conferring, qhough with a dif- 
ference in the mode, advantages not leſs ef- 
ſential than thoſe which She receives. Theſe - 
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principles have been demonſtrated by facts, 
ſubſequently to the Revolution. 

Whilſt, in neceſſary juſtice to the Diſſen- 
ters, I allow that multitudes of their Body 
have diſtinguiſhed themſelves, even amongſt 
the moſt pious, moral and learned of their 
Fellow-citizens, ſtill let me have permiſſion 
to contend, that if their wiſhes for the Re- 
peal of the Corporation and Teſt Acts were, 
now, fulfilled, they would not conſider them- 
ſelves as amply ſatisfied ; but, think of com- 
ing forward, at ſome future period, with 
another requiſition. Is it not evident that 
when ſeveral of this Perſuaſion openly de- 
clare their diſaffection to the Eſtabliſhment of 
the Church of England, they would proceed 
to greater lengths, whether in ſolicitation or 
in oppoſition, were they to obtain the favour 
for which they are, of all others amongſt 
their Brethren, the moſt eager and un- 
wearied in applying? Their opinions, which 
militate againſt the Ecelefiaſtical Eftabliſh- 
ment, ſhould teach us caution, although they 
may not fill us with alarms. It is the duty 
ol the Houle always to remain prepared for 


danger : 
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danger: not that when I take the liberty of 
preſſing this point.upon their ſerious atten- 
tion, I feel myſelf at all inclined either to 
refuſe the Diſſenters the conceſſion of any 
right which they can fairly claim, or to pre- 
clude them from the acquiſition of any freſh 
immunities, which, being once conferred, 
would not draw after them a train of detri- 
mental and inevitable conſequences. 

It is eſſential to the ſecurity and happi- 
nels of the Religious Eſtabliſhment of a 
State, that a competent proviſion for its 
Clergy ſhould be collected from amongſt 
the People: but, probably, the Diſſenters, 
were they admitted to a ſhare in the offices 
of truſt, under the Government, would mur- 
mur at the obligation to. pay Church-dues 
to Miniſters with whom their doctrines are 
at variance, and conſider it as injuſtifiably 
ſevere. Perhaps, they might do more than 
murmur: perhaps, their next and early 
prayer might be for an excluſion from 
the payment of Church Dues. Should this, 
hereafter, prove the caſe, their right ho- 
nourable Advocate would not find himſelf 
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under the neceſſity of making an additional 
preparation for their defence; becauſe the 
arguments with which he introduced his 
preſent motion are of ſo pliable a texture, 
that they will bend with eaſe to fit another. 
Some years have elapſed ſince the repeal 
of an act againſt the exerciſe of the autho- 
rity of which the Diſſenters complained and 
petitioned. A reverend Gentleman Doctor 
Kippis) whoſe talents and integrity effected 
what they might have accompliſhed for him 
in any other Community, and ſecured to him 
a pre-eminence amongſt numbers of his 
own religious Perſuaſion, publiſhed a Pam- 
phlet, in which it was aſſerted, that the Dil- 
ſenters were moderate in their wiſhes ; and 
that, if they obtained the Toleration which 
they ſolicited, they would not aſk for more; 
but, retire, in quiet ſilence, to their cloſets 
and to their ſtudies. This complete Tolera- 
tion they have received; and, yet, they 
now 'a Toleration more complete. 
Where will the limits of their demands ter- 
minate ? If the Diſſenters are received into 
an Equality with the Eſtabliſhment, they 


will, 
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will, perhaps, ten, endeavour to ſecure:to 
themſelves an exemption from contributing 
to its ſupport. I am vain enough to imagine 
that the Houſe will not regard this as in- 
concluſive reaſoning in proof of the poſition 
that, from the profe/fons of the Diſſenters, 
it 1s extremely difhcult to aſcertain what 
grants wrll fatisfy- their deſires; or where 
they actually intend to fix a boundary to 
the progreſs of therr requiſitions. 

The right honourable Gentleman advert- 
ed to the Repeal of the Teſt Act, in Ireland, 
and appeared to urge it as a caſe exceed- 
ingly in point with the ſuppoſed merits of 
the preſent queſtion : but, he muſt allow me 
to contend, that, as only fe years have paſ- 
ſed away ſince the period of this Repeal, ſuf- 
ficient time has not been given us to judge, 
deciſively and experimentally, of its effects. 
The compariſon between the Church Eng- 
{and and the Church of Ireland, as to their 
reſpective ſituations, will not impart ſo un- 
anſwerable a validity to the argument of 
the right honourable Gentleman as he, pro- 
bably, imagines; for, although the number 


of 
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of the followers of the Church of Ireland is 
conſiderably ſmaller than the number of 
the People of the Country, it has a ſecurity 
in the multitude of Roman Catholics being 
as {ix to one over the Diſſenters. 

Not leſs open to refutation are the re- 
marks of the right honourable Gentleman 
concerning the Kirk of Scotland, where a 
Teſt Act mult prove, indeed, a feeble bar- 
rier; becauſe the majority of the Diſſenters 
from the Kirk conform to Heir mode of re- 
ceiving the Sacrament. Beſides, the Kirk 
of Scotland is ſecured, by a ſacred Pledge in 
the act of Union, to maintain the Preſby- 
tery. 

Examples drawn ſrom the ſtate of France, 
at one particular æra, will not effectually 
aſſiſt the right honourable Gentleman in 
the endeavour to eſtabliſh a part of his con- 
cluſions. During the two or three reigns 
previous to the revocation of the Edict of 
Nantz, the fulleſt ſyſtem of Deſpotiſm pre- 
vailed in that oppreſſed and wretched Coun- 
try. The Corporation Act could not, then, 
have applied to Corporations in France, 

where 
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where the People enjoyed no {hare what- 
ever in the Government. In England, the 
great object of the Government is the 
People; and its important aim is to pre- 
vent one deſcription of them from acqui- 
ring a ſuperiority over the other. In France, 
at the period alluded to, ſo interwoven were 
Church and State, within the Syſtem of Deſ- 
potiſm, that the People ſaw no proſpett of 
emancipating themſelves ſrom the violence 
of its dominion, except by an attack againſt 
the Eſtabliſied Religion, for the purpoſe of 
accompliſhing its ſubverſion. In France, 
no Teſt was, then, neceſlary ; for, had the 
times proved leſs bigotted than they attual- 
ly were, the Church muſt have remained 
ſafe, becauſe the arbitrary will of the So- 
vereign was the Law. 

The inferences which the right honour- 
able Gentleman has drawn, for the ſupport 
of his reaſoning, from the particular predi- 
cament of America, are ſo conteſtable, that 
very few remarks will anſwer all the pur- - 
poles of refutation. Even at the preſent | 
day, her form of Government is not, ac- 
tually 
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tually and ultimately determined. Neither 
the eccleſiaſtical nor the civil branches of 
it reſemble ours; and the true cauſe of her 
continuing without à 77 is, that She has 
not a Church ERabliſiment. Should it, here- 
aſter, come into exiſtence, ſhe, doubtleſs, 
will not fail to imitate the wiſe Policy of 
other Nations, and introduce a T for its 
Protection. So much do I declare myſelf a 


well-wiſher to America, that I confeſs I 


ſhould rejoice to ſee her Conſtitution at leaſt 
in ſuch a degree of ſimilitude to our own 


as to enable her to extend to all her citizens 


an equal ſhare of happineſs and freedom. 
During the proſecution of the war againſt 
the Colonies, the opinions of the inha- 
buants of this Country were at variance with 
each other. Numbers contended for the 
neceſſity of not ſheathing the ſword, which 
had been drawn againſt the revolting Pro- 


vinces, until the reduction of the whole to 


unconditional ſubmiſſion: And multitudes 


declared, that the leaſt expenſive, the ſaſeſt 


and the ſureſt way finally to conquer, was to 
recall our Fleets and Armies, and leave an 
obllinately 


[ us 1 
obſtinately reſiſling portion of the Empire 


to itlelſ. 


The general, I had almoſt ſaid the uni- 
verſal opinion was, that, probably, England 
could not exiſt; and certainꝭy, She could not 


flouriſh without her Colonies, Time and a 


variety of ocurrences have exploded this 
idea. America 1s ſeparated from- Great 
Britain; and, yet, the latter may triumph 
in the circumſtance of having loft but little 
of her commerce; and rejoice at being re- 


lieved from the obligation of ſacrificing no 


inconſiderable part of the publie treaſure to 
the maintenance and the proſperity of the 


former, We appear, therefore (if I may be 


allowed the expreſſion) to have loft only the 
immenſe ſums of money and the too abun- 


dantly ſtreaming blood of our fellow-ſubjetts 


which we have ſquandered away, and ſpilt, 


——to loſe the Colonies ! 

The right honourable gentleman con- 
fiders the Indemnity Bill, which is paſſed. 
or, rather, renewed by the Legiſlature, in 
the courſe of every Seſſion, as a deciſive 
proof that the Teſt and Corporation Add, 
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are deemed inefficacious. Granting the 
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juſtice of theſe premiſes, che inevitable in- 
ference, hoſtile to the concluſions of the 
right honourable gentleman, is, that the 
ground of every complaint of oppreſſion be- 
comes intirely removed; becauſe the law, 
even according to his demonſtration, is not 


in force; but ſuppoſing (as it proves to be 


the caſe) that this law were not perpetually 
carried into the ſtricteſt execution, who 
could, liberally, take an advantage of the 
mild and lenient forbearance of the Govern- 
ment? Who, without betraying wiſhes, at 
once immoderate and indefenſible, could 
call aloud for the Repeal of Statutes, which 
continue dormant until the ſound of an ap- 
proaching peril awakens them to action: 
Statutes of which the general object is the 
Preſervation of the Church Eſtabliſiment ? 
Whilſt I admit that it muſt be cruel, during 
a ſlate of perfect public tranquility, to in- 
jure any particular Body of individuals, by 
putting laws into unneceſſary force, I think 
it my duty to contend againſt the glaring 
impolicy of ſuffering the remedies for evils 

which 
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which meght ariſe, to drop out of the hands 
of Parliament; whoſe. important Province 
it is, amidſt a general attention to the wel- 
fare of the Community, not to ſubmit, upon 
any conſideration whatſoever, to the Re- 
peal of /alutary laws, leſt, at the unexpected 
andalarming moment of impending dangers, 
it might prove difficult, if not impoſſible; to 
have them re- enacted. Vet, aſter all, it. 
does not appear to me that the Teſt and Cor- 
poration Acts either deprive or exclude the 
Nonconformiſts from any eſſential benefits. 
But, the right honourable gentleman main 
tains, that no dangers are to be apprehended. 
from a Repeal of the Teſt and Corporation 
Acts; whilſt, on the contrary, I can eaſily 
imagine that, were theſe Acts to ceaſe con- 
tinuing in force; ſome reſtleſs Individual, 

endued with all, the powerful abilities of 
the right honourable gentleman, but, deſ- 
titute of his inflexible integrity, and ſtimu- 
lated by unprineipled ambition, might avail 
himſelf of his irrefiltible arts of perſuaſion; 
and of his faſcinating influence, to raiſe the 
ils ſpirit of the diſaffected, and excite them to 
2% attacks 
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attacks againſt our Ci and Eccigfaſticul 
Eftabliſiments+ Far am I from bowing, with 
a blind ſubmiſſion, to the authority of thoſe 
who, wedded to the common- place phraſe, 
perpetually dwell upon * the inſeparable: 
Unton of the Church and State; but, though 
diſdaining to be ſeduced away by the ex- 
preſſion, I never can forget that ny: are 
conſiderably connected. 

H the right honourable eben nab 
thoſe'by whom the motion is eſpouſed, will 
pleaſe to pardon the preſumption of the re- 
mark, I ſhall venture to declare that this at- 
tempt, for a Repeal of the Reſtraining Acts, 
intrudes itſelf rather with an ill grace, at a 
time ſo mconhderably diſtant from the Ge- 
neral Election. For my ' own part, I can 
affirm,” that, howſoever others may be ac- 
tuated by the expectation of an approach- 
ing return of ſupport from ſo great and fo 
diſtinguiſhed a body as the Diſſenters, I will 
not/relinquiſh the ground of thofe opinions 
in the maintenance of which I verily believe 
that juſtice, policy and reaſon are united. 
Fre am I, that the abolition of the 

Sacra- 
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Sacramental Laws: muſt render the Eels 
aſtical Eftabliſhment DT” 10 1 
and deſenceleſs. 6 7 

In eonlequence of ſome nat which 
fell at the opening of the debate, from an 
honourable Baronet (Sir Henry Hoghton) 
and which were peculiarly diſtinguiſhed by 
their guarded moderation, I am led to con- 
elude that ſeveral of the Diſſenters, far from 
conſidering the acts in queſtion as evils 
operating to tketr detriment, do not deny 
that they are public benefits. This is, in- 
deed; the faireſt example which can be 
afforded that the whole body are not guided 
by Unan:maty of ſentiment; and, another 
proof, at leaſt as ftriking, though, certainly 
more unpleaſing, is, that amongſt a number 
of thoſe who are ſo violently urgent for the 
Repeal, ſome claim it as a 7:g/t; others de- 
mand it as an ad? of juſtice from the Nation; 
whilſt a third and leſs unreaſonable Party 
intreat for it as a favour. 

The honourable Baronet, in language lau- 
| dably expreſſive of the candor, the impartia- 
lity and the benevolenct of his mind, has la- 

| mented 
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ring the diſcuſſion, of either the ſuppoſed 
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S0 over the animoſity and rancour 
which have appeared; in many places, du- 


advantages, or the A 475M evils, of: the 
Abts in queſtion. 27 

He has declared himſelf ebe that 
any unbecoming ' expreſſions ſhould have 
been uſed againſt the Efabliſhed Church, 
which, in fazhberabopimon, is intitled to 
the reſpect of all Perſuaſions. After ſuch 
ingenuons remarks; it was natural to expect 
another; and, therefore; I was more pleaſed 
than aſtoniſhed to hear the honourable Ba- 
ronet obſerve not alone in his character of 
a Member of the Legiſlature, but as a Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenter, that he wiſned well to the 
Ecclefraſtical Eflabliſhment ; and that he would 
always, ſtrenuouſly oppoſe every attempt to 
ſtrike at its exiſtence; convinced that wiſe 
and honeſt Men would rather patiently ſub- 
mit to grievances than run the hazard of in- 
troducing the moſt calamitous confuſions, 


by n to effectuate its ſub- 
verſion. 


All 
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All of the Diſſenters who ſolicit a Repeal, 
upon the ground of either favour, r:g/t, or 
Juſtice, reſolve (if I am well informed) to 
perſevere in the repetition of their appli- 
cations, ſhould the preſent motion of the 
right honourable gentleman prove unſuc- 
ceſsful. Again, perhaps, their enterpriſing 
Champion may bring forward the ſtrong 
powers of his underſtanding and the rich 
ſplendour of R eloquence to their ſup- 
port. 

The pomp of talents and of oratory, 
when it proceeds from 7m, is Ture to cap- 
tivate; but, it may dazzle, yet not con- 
vince ; Upon the preſent occaſion (how- 
ſoever it may influence my opinion, during - 
the diſcuſion of other queſtions) it ſhall not 
allure me beyond the unavoidable admira- 
tion of ſuch a dexterous uſe of arguments 
as cannot fail to charm, where it is 1mpol- 
ſible to convert / 


SIR! 


Having troubled the Houſe with theſe 
remarks, it is ſuperfluous to add, that I ſhall 
vote againſt the MoT1ox. 
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